
Gilford Township 

Zoning Ordinance Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes 

7:30pm, September 14, 2026 

1.  Opening of Meeting and pledge 

2.  Roll Call  

Kosik, Sayles, Brechtelsbauer, Houghtaling and Dohrmann 

3.  Opening of Public Hearing  

4. Master Plan 

a.​ Master plan draft has updated maps and current figures as it pertains to the recent 
survey and other current data. 

 5.  Public Comment 

a.​ None 

6.  Close of Public Hearing Meeting 

Opening of Regular Meeting  

7.​ Reading of Minutes- June 8, 2026 - Motion made by Sayles 2nd Houghtaling.  
Approved by unanimous vote 

8.​ Old Business 

a.​ Master Plan-  Motion Sayles 2nd Houghtaling .  Motion carried unanimously to send 
Master Plan to Township Board for final approval. 

9. ​ New Business 

a.​ Battery storage  and data center ordinances - Commission looked over some 
examples of battery storage ordinances.  Considered information from the Michigan 
Township Association on battery storage and data center ordinances.  After 
consideration, a moratorium on the two ordinances was proposed.  See moratorium 
below.  Motion for moratorium carried unanimously with roll call vote. Moratorium stays in 
effect until July 1, 2027.  Planning commission plans to review data and sample 
ordinances for next meeting.  



 

10.​ Public Comment- None 

11. ​ Next regular meeting 12/7/26 @ 7:30pm 

12.​ Adjournment @  8:15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GILFORD TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

TUSCOLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION FOR A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE AND 
PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS, PERMITS, AND APPROVALS FOR DATA CENTERS 
AND BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE FACILITIES 

RESOLUTION NO. 202601 

At a regular/special meeting of the Gilford Township Planning Commission held on 
September 14, 2026, at 7:30pm at the Gilford Township Hall: 

PRESENT: Kosik, Brechtelsbauer, Dohrmann, Houghtaling, Sayles 

ABSENT: None 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner Kosik and 
supported by Commissioner Houghtaling: 

WHEREAS, Gilford Township is authorized under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act 
(MPEA), Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended, and the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 
(MZEA), Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended, to prepare, adopt, and amend a zoning 
ordinance and master plan to promote public health, safety, morals, and general welfare; 
and 

WHEREAS, rapid advancements and industrial trends have led to a significant increase 
in proposals for large-scale Data Centers and Battery Energy Storage Facilities (BESF) 
across the region, which present complex land use, infrastructure, environmental, safety, 
noise, water usage, and high-energy demand challenges; and 

WHEREAS, the current Gilford Township Zoning Ordinance does not contain 
comprehensive, modern regulations, standards, or definitions specifically addressing the 
unique impacts, safety protocols, decommissioning requirements, and land-use 
compatibility of Data Centers and Battery Energy Storage Facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Gilford Township Planning Commission is actively engaged in studying, 
reviewing, and drafting appropriate text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to properly 
regulate these uses to ensure they do not conflict with the character of the Township or 
jeopardize public health, safety, and welfare; and 



WHEREAS, the unhindered establishment or permitting of Data Centers and Battery 
Energy Storage Facilities during the pendency of these zoning studies and text 
amendments could result in incompatible land uses, irreversible disruption, and potential 
threats to community infrastructure and safety; and 

WHEREAS, a temporary moratorium is necessary to allow the Planning Commission, 
Township consultants, and the Township Board adequate time to research, draft, hold 
public hearings on, and adopt legally sound zoning regulations concerning Data Centers 
and Battery Energy Storage Facilities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gilford Township Planning Commission 
hereby recommends that the Gilford Township Board enact a temporary moratorium 
prohibiting the acceptance, processing, review, and approval of any applications, site 
plans, special land use permits, zoning permits, or land divisions for the establishment, 
construction, or expansion of Data Centers and Battery Energy Storage Facilities within 
Gilford Township. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this moratorium shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption by the Township Board and shall remain in full force and effect until July 1, 
2027, or until such earlier date as the Township Board formally adopts and enacts 
permanent zoning regulations addressing Data Centers and Battery Energy Storage 
Facilities, whichever occurs first. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all Township officials, employees, and consultants are 
directed to withhold any permits or approvals that would violate or circumvent the intent 
of this temporary moratorium. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN AS FOLLOWS: 

●​ Ayes: Houghtaling, Sayles, Kosik, Dohrmann, Brechtelsbauer 
●​ Nays: none 
●​ Abstain: none 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

Certification 

I, the undersigned, being the duly appointed Secretary of Gilford Township Planning 
Commission, Tuscola County, Michigan, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Gilford Township Planning Commission at 
a regular meeting held on September 14, 2026, and that notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in full compliance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 
of 1976, as amended. 



Jacob Dohrmann, Secretary, Gilford Township Planning Commission 
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